CHUTE PARISH COUNCIL

MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF THE PARISH COUNCIL HELD AT THE VILLAGE HALL ON THURSDAY 13th JANUARY 2005.

Present:
Cllr Bill Shaw – Chair 


Cllr Tim Harker  





Cllr Teresa Bernard


Cllr Jonny Sykes



Cllr David Brown


David Clark – Parish Clerk.
In attendance :  KDC Cllr Peter Veasey and one member of the public. 

ITEM 1 : 
APOLOGIES : Cllr N Conder (birth of daughter) and Cllr R Withers (ill).
ITEM 2 :
DECLARATIONS OF INTERESTS     -    There were none.

ITEM 3 :
APPROVAL OF PREVIOUS MINUTES

3.1
Approval of the Minutes of the meeting on 9th December 2004 was proposed by Cllr J Sykes, seconded by Cllr T Bernard,   and approved by all.  

ITEM 4:
MATTERS ARISING FROM PREVIOUS MINUTES
4.1
Tibbs Meadow Footpath (Item 4.1) :  Provision of a top dressing was noted and accepted.  It was noted that a rather large exit gap had been provided in the baffle posts at Butts Hill exit.  Cllr J Sykes volunteered to put an additional post in the centre of this gap to ensure children did not exit too quickly and this was gratefully accepted.   

4.2
Fireworks (Item 11)  :  The Chair confirmed that he had published guidance in the Chronicle.
4.3
War memorial – Cleaning (Item 14)  :   It was noted that no volunteer had come forward in response to the article in the Chronicle and so the work would be undertaken as agreed as a task under the Community Cleansing Grant programme.   However, it was noted that Mr Hirst had cleaned the Memorial twice a year (pre- the 11th November ceremony and in Spring). It was agreed that this should be attempted and that it should be done as a joint effort with Chute Forest Parish Council – the Clerk to liaise informally with the CFPC Parish Clerk.   Action : Clerk
4.4
Cross Keys Inn (Item 15)   :  Discussion produced agreement that, whilst there was no action appropriate at present, it was important that, in anticipation of the anticipated Change of Use application, the evident strength of feeling against loss of this key facility should be communicated to both the planning officers of KDC and the Members of the Planning Committee.  KDC Cllr Peter Veasey confirmed that he had already advised other Members informally.  He did however indicate that it would be wise to ensure that this process was repeated when the routine change of Committee members occurred in May.
4.5
Oak Tree at Well House Green (Item 16.1)  :  Cllr Sykes stated that he was awaiting delivery of a suitable tree and would plant it as soon as practicable.  
4.6
Finger Posts (Item 16.2)  :  The Chair stated that action to procure ‘no fly posting’ signs was in hand.
ITEM 5 :
PRECEPT FOR F/Y 2005/06
5.1
The Chair turned to the proposed Precept of £4100.00 which was presented by the RFO/Clerk with the Agenda.   The programme of reserves was accepted as prudent and it was noted with approval that the proposed Precept represented a reduction of 8.9% (£400) on that for the current Financial Year.   After a brief discussion the Precept was proposed by Cllr Tim Harker, seconded by Cllr David Brown and approved by all. 
ITEM 6 :
VILLAGE DESIGN STATEMENT
6.1
It was confirmed that all Members had received an electronic or hard copy of the latest draft from the VDS Team by 19th December 2004: initial comment from the Chair and the Clerk were also made available.   This was discussed at considerable length and the key outcomes agreed by all are summarised below:-
The draft represented a mammoth effort by the VDS Team and Tim Orlik, Paul and Lisa Jackson and Chris Clark in particular were to be congratulated.
Members felt that they could provide positive assistance in moving the draft forward the relatively small final step to a seamless and complete document.

It was not however felt helpful nor efficient to send lists of comments/suggestions.  Instead it was to be proposed to the VDS Team that they be temporarily augmented by representatives of both Chute and Chute Parish Councils and , if required, others of the current list of consultees.  In such a forum  a final form for public presentation could best be hammered out. 
ITEM 7 :
WEB-SITE
7.1
The Chair noted that yet another approach had been received, from ‘The Local Channel’, and suggested that a small informal working group might be the best way to clarify the way ahead.  Cllrs D Brown and N Conder were nominated and will report back in due course.
ITEM 8 :
PARISH WELLS
8.1
Cllr D Brown said that progress had been delayed by the holiday season but that Mr Mike Strong had now been contacted.  It was hoped that firm dates for the required inspections at least would be agreed by the next meeting.  Action : Cllr D Brown.
ITEM 9 :
UPPER CHUTE BUS SHELTER
9.1
The Clerk outlined the position taken by the Insurers.  In essence they recognised that both lining the structure with ply and use of fire retardant treatments represented ‘betterment’ and the costs could not therefore be covered.  Thus, the maximum claim they would consider would be that of the lower quotation (£595) less the excess (£100) equals £495. Any other costs would have to be borne by the Parish Council. The insurers had also pointed out that the insured value of the bus shelter was only £1290.24. 

9.2
After considerable discussion it was agreed that the costs of significant improvement of the facility by replacement or even simply by upgrade would be significant and, even with grant aid, might well be beyond what might reasonably be considered.  However more time was required to clarify he requirement, through the new Youth Team, and the possible funding support available. Certainly it would be foolish to rush into repair of the shelter with the associated cost without first confirming that all other options were excluded.  The Clerk was therefore asked to seek the assurance of Allianz Cornhill that, in these circumstances, the further delay of submission of  an invoice for settlement of the claim would not prejudice the position of the Parish Council.   Action : Clerk.
ITEM 10 :
ESTABLISHMENT OF YOUTH TEAM
10.1
Action to establish the Team was confirmed to be ongoing.

ITEM 11 :
RESIDENCE LOCATION DATA
11.1
The Chair advised that ongoing discussion with the Communications Officer of WAS had elicited the assurance that the Parish was fully covered by the new ‘auto-locate system’ but that the Ambulance Service would welcome advice of any up-dates required to current map data.   The Chair therefore proposed that the 2005 exercise to review the accuracy of residence location map-data should be planned. This was agreed by all. As a first step the Clerk was asked to seek provision of copies of the latest maps from KDC.   Action : Clerk.
ITEM 12 :
PARISH TREES
12.1
The Chair advised that the work required to the Lime tree at Chute Cadley Green was felt to be beyond the trimming which the Electricity Company could take on.  Discussion produced the unanimous assessment that the tree was not however dangerous.  It was also noted that the increase reserve provision for Tree Maintenance should cover any work undertaken in the next year. An estimate to be obtained from the competitive Company which did the work on the Chestnut at Well Green, Upper Chute.   Action : Clerk
ITEM 13 :
VERGE EROSION BY VEHICLES
13.1
It was agreed by all that earlier correspondence with WCC should be followed up by referring a specific proposal for their advice vis a vis legality/liability – probably for a pilot scheme in one area.  The most favoured option was the provision of low level/large diameter timber posts as a deterrent to vehicles straying off the metalled road.   Members would obtain photographs of  such posts installed in other areas to support a detailed submission to WCC.   Action :  All Members
ITEM 14 :
PLANNING APPLICATIONS
14.1
Retrospective Application No. 51417/F (&51418/LBC) by Hatchett Inn.  It was unanimously agreed that there was no objection to this planning application.

14.2
The Clerk read the following summary of actions since the last meeting:  members were content:-

51128/F Melbury Cottage, Upper Chute, to erect house in gardens -  No objection by PC subject to reservations re trees – Granted by KDC – a landscaping scheme will be required.
51196/O Jimila, Lower Chute.  Outline permission to erect house in ground opposite – No objection by PC subject to reservations on access and drainage. -  Granted by KDC.
ITEM 15 :
TIDWORTH AREA COMMUNITY AWARDS
15.1
Members recognised a range of individuals/bodies deserving recognition and finally decided that Mr John Burden (snr) and the Chute Link Scheme should be nominated.  Action : Chair.
ITEM 16 :
ANY OTHER BUSINESS
16.1
The Chair proposed a vote of thanks to PC John Davis who was shortly to retire and suggested that he should write a letter of appreciation on behalf of the Council to the Chief Constable:  agreed by all.
16.2
Next Meeting and Close  - The Chair noted that the next Council meeting was scheduled for 17th February 2005 and, there being no further business, closed the meeting.
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